STORY BEHIND THE NUMBER — LEONARD LECKENBY
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Having finizhad a dizappointing twalfth in tha 1711-12 zsaaszon, Laadzs want on a concartad racruitm-
HHawving finishad o disappointing twalfth in the 1711-12 season, Laads want on o concartad racruit-
mant drive.

Among thosa brought to tha club wara namas dastinad to laava an indalibla mark; ‘Dinny’ Camp-
balt from Australia and unrelated Weailshmean Hughie and Willie Davias, the latter of whom was to
appaar in tha famous against-tha-odds "Rorkea’zs Drift’' Tast win in Sydnay in 1914,

Savaral othars ware signad on whose contfributions weara lass haraldad in history, thera was Ragil-
nald Pae (heritagse numbar 270), for eaxamplsa, who had played for the Headingley Lacrosszse team
and couvld walk to tha ground from Laads Moorland, and Laonard Lackanby(haritage numbar
267).

Born in York on 7 Octobar 1891, Lackanby was tha middlae of thraae brothars, batwaan Gordon and
Stanfay, and had o youngear sistar, Alica.

Laads spottaed him playing for York Leaman Wandearars. Quick for a forward, he stoeod 5. Pin.
and waighad 12st 10lbs.

He had joined Wandearars frem another amateur team in the Minster city, York Groves Unitad,
wharae ha had baan a teaam mata of Albart Danniz (haritage numbar 2&1).

Lackanby signad in Octobar 1712 and mada his debut soon after on 19th, a 3-2 dafaat away ot
Hull whila hiz full-timea eamploymant, vnuvasvally, was listed as a “foraman gentlaman sarvica' or
mora commonly a butlar.

He was described as being: “A wall-built young player with planty of dash and determination with
a fancy for tha wing thraea-quartar pozition, whara ha had zhown in junior football that ha was no
maan parformer in that dapartmant of tha gaoama, baing a splandid kickar who takas tha ballt vary
wall.”

That saason ha playad four timas in total, not scoring. but thay warea his only appaarancas.

Apart from rugby.he had been successful in weightliffing compaeatitions but he gave that up to
pursuva a caraar with tha oval ball wharae, according to contemporary raportz: “It wazs expactad
that he should davealop inte a class man.”™

The csutbraeak of War scuppearad that and hsa joinad the Bth battalion Sasaforth Highlandars, a Scot-
tish ragimant — althouvgh his mothar was Irish - and bacame a sargeaant (sarvicae numbar S/10587),
spoacialising in opearating a machine gun.

Az dawn brokae on 23 April, 1717, ha was part to tha forca in thae advanca to thae cutskirtz of tha
villagea of Guamappa, as part of tha second battla of the Scarpa, south sast of Arras.

Howeawvar, the alliad troopszs found that the praparatory artillaery barrage baeforeshand had donea littla
to dislodge tha Garman machina-gun positions.

The Highlandears were halted by a volley of fire across their linesfrom the German positions south
of tha rivar, on tha high ground arcund Wancourt Towar.

A seacond afftempt fo advance was madea at Bam but it alse mada littla ground, evantuatly astab-
lishing a tenuvous held on zhsall holae positions to thae sast of the stratagic villagas.

Around Pam, 44thBrigada tranch mortars managad to knock-out tha Garman machina-guns
around Wancourt Tower and the Seaforths, with support from PthBlack Watch {(Royal Hightandears)
wara ablae to advancea inte Guéedmappa from theae zouth as tha Garmanzs withdraw.

I+ was only famporary as the anamy re-groupad, tha allies coming vndar increasing machina-gun
fira and Garman countar-attacks, meaning they ware uvnablse to hold the villags.

Thay wara advizsad to avacuata to astablish strong peoints on tha outskirts but unfortunataly tha in-
formation was not passed on correctly to the divisional artitlery, s that when a new barrage
opanad vp prior to the naxt advancea, tha Highlandars cama undars fira from both zidas.

Thraa officars and 5 man wara kiflad that day including Laonard Lackanby, agad 25, hizs actions
making him aligiblae for the British War Meadal and Victory Maeadal. He iz commamorated in tha
Guamappa British Camatary, Wancourt.



